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CO  LUMBUS. 

THE  voyage  which  Columbus  now 
meJifated,  was  in  a  different 
courfe  from  any  he  had  yet  undertaken. 
The  fquadron  under  his  command,  con* 
lifted  of  fix  fhips  only,  of  no  great  bur- 
then,  and  but  indiffer^fitly  fupplied  for 
a  long  and  dangerous  palTage, 
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He  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  the 
fertile  regions  of  India,  lay  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  thofe  countries  he  had  already 
difcovered,  and  he  propofed  as  the  moft 
certain  method  ot  finding  thcfe  out,  to 
Hand  dire£lly  South  from  the  Canary 
Iflands,  until  he  came  under  /the  equi- 
no£lial  line,  and  then  to  ftietch  for  the 
weft  before  the  favorable  wind  for  fuch 
a  courfe,  which  blows  invariably  be- 
tween the  tropics.  With  this  idea  he 
fet  fail  on  the  thirtieth  of  May,  1498, 
and  touched  firft  at  the  Canary,  and 
then  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflaiuls.  From 
the  former  he  difpatched  three  of  his 

fliips  v/ith  a  fupply  of  provifions  for  the 
colony  in  Hifpaniola,  with  the  other 
three  he  continued  his  voyage  towards 
the  fouthd 
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On  the  nineteenth  of  July  the  fea  waa 
fo  calm,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  heat 
became  foexceffive,  that  many  of  their 
wipe  cafks  burft,  the  liquor  in  others 
foured,  and  their  grovifions  corrupted. 
The  Spaniards  who  had  never  before 
ventured  fo  far  to  the  fouth,  began  to 
conceive  the  reality  of  the  fyftem  taught 
by  the  ancients,  concerning  the  dcftruc- 
tiva  qualities  of  that  torrid  region  of 
the  globe,  and  were  in  conftant  appre* 
henfion  that  their  fliips  would  take  fire. 
However  abfurd  this  notion  may  appear 
now,  the  ancients  perfifted  in  their  error 
long  after  they  had  began  to  have  com- 
mercial  intercourfe  with  feveral  parts  of 
India  lying  within  the  tropics ;  they 
were  however  relieved  in  fomc  meafure 
A  z  from 
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from  their  fears  by  a  fall  of  ram,  winch 
fell  in  fuch  torrents  for  feveral  hours^ 
that  the  men  with  difficulty  kept  the  deck; 
this,  though  extremely  fakuary  did  not 
greatly  mitigate  the  intenfenefs  of  the 
hear. 

The  adiniml  who  with  his  ufual  vigi- 
lance, had  direded  every  operation,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  voy  ge,  was  fo 
much  exhaufted  by  fatigue  and  want  of 
fleep,  that  it  brought  on  a  violent  fit  of 
the  gout,  accorrtpanied  with  a  fever  j 
this  induced  him  to  liften  to  the  entrea- 
ties of  his  crew,  and  to  alter  his  courfe 
to  the  north-weft,  in  order  to  reach  fome 
of  the  Caribbeelilands,  where  he  might 
refitj  and  lay  in  a  ftock  of  provifions. 

On 
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On  the  firft  of  Augtift,  the  man  fla- 
tioned  in  the  round-top,  furprifed  them 
with  the  joyful  cry  of  land; — They 
immediately  flood  towards  it,  and  dif- 
covered  a  ddnfiderable  Ifland,  to  which 
the  Admiral  gave  the  name  of  Trinidad, 
which  it  ftill  retains.  It  lies  on  the 
coaft  of  Guiana,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Orinoco,  This,  though  a  river  of  the 
third  or  fourth  magnitude  in  the  Niew 
World,  far  furpafles  in  fize  any  in  our 
hemifpheres.  Such  a  vaft  body  of 
water  roils  toward  the  ocean,  and  rufhes 
into  it  with  fuch  impetuous  force,  that 
when  it  meets  the  tide,  (which  on  that 
coaft  rifes  to  an  uncommon  height,) 
their  junftion  occafions  an  agitation  of 
the  waves  no  lefs  furprifing  thanformi- 
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dable.  '  In  this  conflid,  the  arrefiftable 
torrent  of  the  river  fo  far  prevails,  that 
it  frefhens  the  ocean  for  many  leagues 
with  its  flood.  It  was  with  the  utmofl 
difficulty  Columbus  efc^ged  frona 
thefe  contending  currents  through  a 
narrow  ftralt,  which  appeared  to  him 
fo  tremendous,  that  he  called  it  La 
Boca  del  Draco,  His  confterHation  had 
ho  fooncr  fubfided,  than  he  conclu- 
ded, that  fo  large  a  body  of  water  coufd 
hot  befupplled  by  any  Ifland,  biit  mufl: 
'flow  through  a  country  of  a  very  great 
extent,  and  he  now  congratulated  him- 
felf  upon  having  found  thar  continent 
which  had  long  been  the  objed^  of  his 
inoft  ardent  wilhes  to  difcover.  Poflefled 
fef  this  idea,  he  flood  to  the  weft,  along 
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the  coaft  of  thofe  provinces,  known  by 
the  names  of  Paria  and  CUmana,  during 
which  time  he  frequently  landed,  and 
had  fome  intereourfe  with  the  people^ 
who  refembled  the  inhabitants  of  His- 
paniola,  both  in  their  appearance  and 
manner  of  living.  They  woieas  orna- 
ments, fmall  pUtes  of  gold,  and  pearls 
of  confiderable  value,  which  they  wil- 
lingly exchanged  for  European  toys. 
They  appeared  to  poflefs  more  courage 
than  the  inhabitants  of  the  Iflands,  and 
the  country  produced  quadrupeds,fovvls, 
and  fruits  in  great  variety. — Columbus 
was  fo  extremely  delighted  with  the 
beauty  and  fertility  of  the  country,  that 
with  the  enthuliaim  of  a  difcoverer,  he 
imagined  this  to  be  the  terreftial  para* 
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dife,  which  the  Almighty  chofe  for  man 
while  he  remained  in  a  flate  of  innocence 
The  opinions  Columbus  feems  to  have 
formed  concerning  the  countries  he  had 
now  difcovered,  appear  very  jinguiar» 

The  violent  fvvell  and  agitation  of 
the  waters  on  the  coaft  of  Trinidad,  led 
him  to  believe  this  to  be  the  higheft  part 
of  the  terra  queous  globe,  and  he  ima- 
gined that  various  circuraftances  con- 
curred in  proving  that  the  fea  was  here 
vifibly  elevated.  Having  adopted  this 
erroneous  principle,  the  apparent  beauty 
of  the  country  induced  him  to  adopt 
the  idea  of  Sir  John  Mandeville,  that  the 
terreftial  paradife  was  the  higheft  land 
on  the  earth  ;  and  he  believed  he  had 
fccen  fortunate  enough  to  difcover  this 

happy  r 
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happy  abode.  The  fagacity  of  Columbus 
is  not  however  to  be  queftioned,  be- 
caufe  he  was  influenced  by  fo  fabulous 
an  author  as  Mandeville  ;  Columbus,  or 
any  other  difcoverers  were  obliged  to 
follow  fuch  guides  as  they  could  fixid; 
and  it  appears  from  feveral  paflages  in 
the  manufcript  of  Eernaldcs,  the  friend 
of  Columbus,  that  no  inconfiderable 
degree  of  credit  was  given  to  the  tefti»- 
liiony  of  Mandeville  in  thofe  days. 
Bsrnaldes  frequently  quotes  him,  and 
always  with  refpeft. 

Columbus  had  now  the  glory  of 
having  difcovered  to  mankind  a  New 
World,  and  made  confidcrable  progrefs 
towards  a  perfedt  knowledge  of  it. 

The 
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The  fliattered  condition  of  his  (hips 
^  tlie  fcarcity  of  provifion,  his  own  infir- 
mities, and  the  impatience  of  his  crew, 
prevented  him  from  making  farther 
difcoveries,  and  induced  him  to  bear 
away  for  Hifpaniola.  In  his  way  thither 
he  difcovered  the  Iflands  of  Cubagua 
and  Margareta,  the  latter  of  which 
became  remarkable  for  its  pearl  fiftiery. 
On  his  arrival  at  Hifpaniola,  he  found 
things  in  that  ftate  of  anarchy  as  afforded 
him  no  profpe^l  of  enjoying  that  tran- 
quillity which  he  flood  fo  much  in  need 
of.  His  brother  the  adelantado,  in 
confequcnce  of  the  advice  of  Columbus, 
had  removed  the  colony  from  IfabeJia, 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Ifland,  where  he 
laid  the  foundation  of  St.  Domingo. 

Whil 
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While  the  adclantado  was  employed  in 
thefe  ufeful  mcafures,  Francis  Roldan, 
a  man  in  whom  Columbus  had  placed 
the  greateft  confidence,  became  the  ring- 
leader cf  a  mutinous  party,  and  reprc- 
lented  the  Admiral  and  his  brother,  aa 
ambitious  of  eftabliftiing  an  independent 
government,  as  a  means  of  facilitating 
which,  they  meant  to  cut  off  part  of 
the  Spaniards  by  hunger  and  fatigue^ 
that  the  remainder  might  be  moreeafily 
reduced  to  fubjedion.  Frivolous  as  thefe 
accufalions  were,  they  made  great  im- 
preflion  on  the  minds  of  his  countrymen; 
and  accordingly  a  confiderable  number 
took  up  arms  againft  the  adelantado, 
feized  the  magazine  of  provifions,  and 
endeavored  to  fvjrprifc  the  fort  at  St, 

DomingOj 
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Domingo,  in  this  adventure  however, 
they  failed,  and  the  mutineers  retired  to 
the  province  of  Xaragua,  where  they 
endeavoured  to  excite  the  Indians  to 
throw  off  the  yoke* 

Such  was  the  dlftrafted  flate  of  the 
colony  Vv'hen  Columbus  landed  at 
St.  Domingo.  He  was  adoniflied  that 
the  (hips  which  he  had  fent  from  the 
Canaries  had  not  yet  arrived,  which  by 
the  want  of /kill  In  the  pilots,  had  been 
driven  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  to 
the  Weft  of  St.  Domidgo,  and  were 
obliged  to  (belter  themfelves  In  a  har- 
bour in  the  province  of  Xaragua,  where 
R^)ldan  and  his  followers  had  a  ftation. 
Roldan  carefully  concealed  his  revolt 
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again  ft  the  Adelantado  from  the  com- 
manders of  the  fliips,  and  perfuaded  them 
to  feton  flioreaconfiderable  part  of  their 
new  fettlcrs  they  had  brought  over,  tha^t 
they  might  proceed  by  land  to  St, 
Domingo,  Thefe  men  were  the  rdfufe 
of  the  gaols  of  Spain,  and  they  eagerly 
embi'aced  a  courfe  of  lite  which  nearly 
2'efernbled  that  which  they  had  beea 
accuflomed  to  in  their  own  couutiy. 
The  commanders  of  the  fliips  perceived 
their  error  when  it  was  too  late,  and 
immediately  ^  failed  for  St.  Domingo, 
where  they  arrived  fafe  a  few  days  after 
the  Admiral,  but  their  ftock  of  provifions 
was  lo  reduced,  that  they  brought  little 
relief  to  the  colony. 
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RoUlnn  was  now  become  extremely 
formidable,  and  was  no  lefs  extraviig^  nt 
in  his  demands  ;  Columbus  liow^ver, 
xvas  in  no  halle  to  take  the  field,  but 
chofe  to  negociate  rather  th?.  i  involve 
the  country  in  a  civil  war,  he  caufed  a 
proclamation  to  be  made  offering  free 
pnidon  to  thofe  who  (hould  return  to 
t-heir  duty,  and  granting  liberty,  to  all 
fuch  as  dt.:fiv  d  it  to  return  to  Spain • 
Thi^i  allured  all  thofe«  who  from  ficknefs 
or  difappolntment  were  difgulled  with 
the  country.  By  re-eftablilbing  Roldan 
in  his  former  office  he  fooihed  his  pride ; 
ai:d  by  complying  wi'h  mod:  of  his  de- 
mands fatisfied  his  avarice. 
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This  infurre£lion  prevented  Columbus 
from  profecuting  his  difcoveries  on  the 
coRtihent,  as  felf-prefervation  obliged 
him  to  keep  near  his  perfon  his  brother, 
and  the  failors  whom  he  intended  to  have 
employed  in  that  fervice.  As  foon  as 
his  aifairs  would  permit,  he  fent  fome  of 
his  fllips  to  Spain,  with  a  jolirnal  of  his 
voyage,  and  fpecimens  of  the  gold  a^txl 
pearls  which  he  had  acquired  by  traffick- 
ing  with  tlie  Indians.  At  the  fame  time 
he  tranfmirted  to  Spain  an  account  of 
the  late  infurredion.  Roldan  did  not 
omit  fending  to  Spain  by  the  fame  con- 
veyancc,  a  vii.dicn.tion  of  his  conduct. 
Unfoi  tutiately  for  the  honor  of  Spsin^ 
and  the  happinefs  of  Columbus,  thelat* 
t'€r  gained' credit  in  the  court  of  Fsrdi- 
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nandand  Ifabella  and  produced  unex- 
pe6;ed  events, 

A  large  number  of  thofe  who  were 
disfatisfied  with  his  adminiftrarion,  ha4 
embraced  the  opportunity  of  returning 
to  Europe  with  the  flnps  which  he  had 
fent  from  $?•  Domingo.  The  difap- 
pointment  of  their  hopes  enraged  thefe 
adventurers  to  fuch  malevolent  degree, 
that  whenever  Ferdinand  and  1 1.^ be, 'la 
appeared  in  public,  they  furroun  led 
them  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  irfiited 
the  payment  of.  the  arrears  4^uc  to 
them  and  demaiu'ed  vengeuLce  upon 
the  author  of  their  futferings. 

Ferdinand  wasdifpofed  to  'iften  with 
^  partial  ear  to  thofe  accufaticns.  The 
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remittances  from  America  had  hitherto 
been  fo  fm.ill,  that  they  fell  far  fliort 
of  defraying  the  expence  of  ftups  fitted 
out.  Time  had  effaced  the  fenfations  of 
joy,  wliich  the  difcovery  of  a  New 
World  had  occafioned,  and  the  glory 
of  the  difcovery  was  by  no  means  fuffi- 
cient  to  fatisfy  the  narrow  avaricious 
.  mind  of  Ferdinand*  Even  Ifabella,  who 
from  the  favorable  opinion  (he  had  con- 
ceived of  Columbus,  had  uniformly 
ftood  forth  as  his  advocate,  and  had  ufed 
her  utmoft  endeavours  to  prote£t  him 
from  the-  flander  of  his  enemies,  was 
fiiaken  by  the  nui^iber  and  boldnefs  of 
his  accufers,  and  began  to  fufpecft  that 
a  difaffedion  fo  general  muft  proceed 
from  real  mifcondud  in  the  Admiral^ 
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^ind  that  the  grievances  of  hh  followers 
called  for  redrefsc 

As  foon  as  the  eaemles  oTColunjbus 
perceived  the  alteration  in  the  mind  of 
Queen,  they  ufed  their  utmoft  addrefs 
in  augmenting  her  dliguft,  and  a  refolii- 
tion  fatal  to  Columbus  was  takisn  ;  which 
was,  that  Francis  deBovidiila,  a  knight  j 
of  Calatrava,  (liquid  be  difpatched  to  ( 
Hifpaniola,  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  / 
of  the  Admiral^  and  if  he  fliould  find  '. 
the  charge  of  mal -ad miniftratidn  proved  ' 
againft  him,  immediately  to  ailurne  the 
government  of  the  Ifland,    It  was  now 
^hc  intereft  of  the  judge  to  condemn  the 
accufed,  and  Bovadilla  difcovered  from 
|iis  firft  landing  on  the  Ifland,  a  difpofi- 
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inn-)  to  ruin  Colutnbus.  He  took  pof- 
fetlion  of  the  Aclmiral's  houfe  while  he 
WAS  abfcnt,  and  fcized  hb  effcft%  as  if 
his  guilt  had  been  ah'eady  p'oved  ;  he 
likewile  fent  a  fummons  to  Columbus^ 
ordering  hhn  to  pay  implicit  obedience 
to  his  commands* 

Deeply  as  the  Ingratitude  of  Ferdi- 
nand and  Ifabella  ^ffeded  Coluhibus,  he 
did  n<^t  ht'litate  a  moment  about  his  own 
conduft.  He  immediately  went  to  the 
court  of  the  violent  and  interefled  judge 
whom  they  had  authoiiftd  to  try  hhn. 
Bovadilla,  without  fu3ering  him  to  malce 
any  defence,  ordered  himuiftantly  to  be 
arrelted,  loaded  with  chains,  and  huriiied 
5?n  board    a  fliip.  That   firmnefs-  of 
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iTilnd,  and  aftonlflilng  fortitude  whieli 
always   diflinguiflies  the  chara6ler  of 
Columbus,  did  not  defert  him,  even  in 
tills  humiliating  fituaflon  ;  he  was  con- 
fclous  of  his  innocence  and  integrity, 
and  refleil  ngon  the  great  things  he  had 
atchieved,  bore  his  difgrace  with  the  ut- 
moft  compofure.    By  granting  various 
immunities  to  the  colony,  and  by  relax- 
ing from  that  difcipline  which  Columbus 
had  maintained,  and  which  he  judged 
effentially  neceffary  in  order  to  preferve 
good  order,  Bovadilla  had  already  ren- 
dered    himfelf    extreipely  popular 
and  the  adventurers,  whom  indigence  or 
cr'me.  had   driven  from  their  native 
country,  exprelTed  the  mod  perfedl  fatis- 
iadion  at  the  imprifonment  of  ^Colum- 
bus ; 
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bus,  and  they  flattered  themfelves 
that  they  ihould  now  enjoy  the  liberty 
of  oppreffing  the  inoffenfive  inhabitants 
without  controul.  No  informers  how- 
ever infamous,  were  rejeScd,  and  the 
mofl:  inconfiflcnt  and  improbable  accu- 
fations  were  collected  with  the  greateft 
avidity  and  tranfmitted  to  Spain  :  at  the 
fame  time  he  ordered  Columbus  and 
his  brother  to  be  fent  thither  in  fetters  ; 
not  content  with  this  inhuman  treatment^ 
which  would  difgrace  the  inhabitants 
of  the  moft  uncivilized  nations,  he 
added  frelh  cruelty  to  thofe  accumulated 
infults  already  heaped  upon  his  unfor- 
tunate prifoners,  by  ordering  them  to  be 
confined  in  different  ilups,at  the  fame  time 
excluding  them  from,  the  comfort  arifing 
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from  that  friendly  intercourfe  which 
might  have  alleviated  -  2ir  comtnon 
diftrefs.  One  man  however,  ftill  re- 
tained a  proper  fenfe  of  the  fer vices  of 
Columbu^j  and  felt  the  livelleft  emotions 
of  pity  for  one  whofe  rank,  age,  and 
merit  ,  entiled  him  to  the  higheft  vene- 
ration, Alpnfo  de  Valgo,  the  captain  of 
the  veflel  on  board  of  which  Columbus 
was  confined,  as  foon  as  he  was  clear  off 
the  Ifland,  approached  his  prifonerwith 
great  refpe(-^,  and  offered  to  releafe  him 
from  the  fetters  \ylth  which  he  was  io 
unjuflly  bound.  *•  No''  replied 
Columbus,  I  wearthefe  irons  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  order  from  my  fovereigns. 
They  lhall  find  me  as  obedient  to  this 
fis  I  have  been  to  their  other  injunflions. 
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By  tlielr  orders  am  I  confined,  and  their 
command  alone  (hall  fet  me  free. ^' 

Fortunately  the  voyage  tq  Spain  was 
extremely  (hoit.  Ferdinand  and  ^ribeila 
conceived  what  an  impreiCon  thtir  treat* 
ment  of  a  man  who  had  rendered  rhem 
;he  mod  important  fervices,  world  make 
the  min-'s  of  the  people  ;  they  lore- 
fa  w  the  indip nation  with  which  all 
Europe  would  be  filled  at  this  ungcnt  oiis 
treatment,  nor  did  they  doubt  but  thty 
would  exclaim  againft  the  ingratA-ude 
of  Princes  whofe  reign  he  had  rencc/ed 
iliuftrious,  Aftiamed  of  their  conduA, 
they  inftantly  ifTued  orders  to  let 
roluii'bus  at  liberty,  invited  him  to 
courtj  and  remised  him  mDuey,  that  he 
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might  appear  there  in  a  manner  fultable 
to  his  rank,    Columbus  now  immedi- 
ately  had  audience  of  their  majedies, 
and  in  a  fpeechof  fome  length  vindica- 
ted his  conduft,  and  produced  fuch  con- 
vincing proofs  of  his  integrity,  and  of 
the  malevolence  of  his  enemies,  who  not 
fatisfied  with  having;   deprived  him  of 
his  fortune,  were  ufing  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  rob  him  of  his  honour  and 
fame.    Ferdinand  received  him  with  ci- 
vih'ty,  and  liabclla  with  refpeft.  They 
di  fa  vowed  any  knowledge  of  what  had 
happened,  exprefled  their  forrow  for  it, 
and  joined  in  promifiog  him  proteftion 
and  future  favor.    But  though  they 
inita*itly  degraded  Bovadilla,  in  order 
to  remove  from  themfelves  any  fufpieion 

of 
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of  ^^ying  authonfed  his  proceedings, 
they *difl  not  reftore  to  Columbys  hi3 
juridicjtipiVr  and  privileges  as  viceroy  of 
thofc  -co-i,in,iries  he  had  difcoveted. 
That/tlUbera]  jealoufy  which  prompted 
thcinr/f^ijvel!  Bovadilla  v^'iih  power  to 
treat  the  Admiral  vvith  fucU  indigfjity 
fliJl  falp^/led,  although  they  were  winj^g 
to  appear  his  avengers.  They  'i^4rf 
afraid  to  trufi:  a  man,  to  whom  thegf^eij^ 
fo  highly  indebted,  and  retaining  Kim 
at  court  under  various  pretexts,  they 
appointed  Nicolas  de  Qvando,  a  knight 
of  the  military  order  of  Alcantara,  go* 
vernor  of  Hifpaniola, 

The  fenfibility  wi  h  which  great 
minds  fed  every  thing  that  impl'es  fuf- 

picion 


26  THE  THIRD  AND  fOVZT^ 


picion  of  their  integrity  is  eicquifiteo  - 
Columbus  was  lb  deeply  affeftfel  with 
ihh  new  injury,  which  came  frotn  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  pre  end  ed  to  be  wil- 
ling ixirike  every  reparattofi(5i^>i<^  his 
paft  ^^uffeiings,  that  he  could^-iif^flbtiger 
eon<:eal  the  fenriments  which  tliis  un- 
generous coudu6l  excited.  Wlierever 
hef/.Vent,  he  c  rried  abput  with  him,  a^ 
^,^.;^;i^orial  of  their  ingratitude,  thofe 
fetters  with  which  he  had  been  loaded. 
They  were  conftantly  hung  up  in  hia 
chamber,  and  he  gave  orders  that  when 
he  died  they  ftiould  be  buried  with  him* 

After  remaining  at  the  court  of  Spain 
near  two  years,  he  found  it  iinpoffible  to 
remove  tl"\e  prejudices  of  Ferdinand  ; 


he 
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urged  the  claim  of  }uftice,  con- 
fecjuently  his  claim  was  rejected  by  a 
Prince  who  vvi^sdeftitute  of  alpioft  every 
virtue. 

To  open  a  new  paffagC  to  the  Eaf^ 
Indies,  was  his  firftand  favorite fcheine» 
and  which  he  had  flill  the  courage  to 
execute,  notwithftanding  all  that  he  had 
already  fuflfered.  He  conceived  aji 
opinion  that,  beyond  the  continent  of 
America,  there  was  a  fea  that  extended 
to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  hoped  to  find 
fome  ftralt  or  neck  of  land  by  which  a 
communication  might  be  gained  with  it 
and  that  part  of  the  ocean  already  known^ 

This  ftrait  or  Ifthmus  he  conjecSfured 
to  be  fituated  near  the  gulf  of  Darien. 

Full 
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Full  of  this  Idea,  though  ^he  was  now 
at  an  advanced  age,  he  oSered  with  ala- 
crity to  undertake  a  voyage  which  would 
afcertain  this  important  point,  and  pur- 
fue  the  grand  fcheme,  which  from  the 
beginning  he  propofed  to  accomplifh. 
Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  lent  a  favorable 
ear  to  this  propofal  ;  and  feveral  circum- 
frances  united  to  form  this  difpolition  in 
them. 

Men  of  fcience  In  that  age  were 
fully  perfu:ided  that  the  countries 
which  Columbus  had  dlfcovered  were 
Gonneded  with  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  par- 
ticularly Bernaldes,  the  Cuna  de  los  Pa- 
lacios,  who  feems  to  have  attained  confi- 
derable  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of 
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cofmagraphy.  He  contended  thatC^ila 
was  not  an  Ifland,  btit  a  part  of  the 
continent,  and  united  to  the  rlominions 
of  the  great  Khan.  He  delivered  this 
opinion  to  Columbus  himfelf,  who  was 
his  gueft  for  feme  time  on  his  return 
from  his  fecond  voyage  ;  and  fupported 
it  by  feveral  arguments,  moflly  founded 
on  theauthority  of  Sir  John  Mandeville. 
Antonia  Gallo,  who  was  fecretary  to  the 
magiflracy  of  Genoa  towards  the  clofc 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  publillied  a 
fhort  account  of  the  navigations  and 
difcoveries  of  his  countryman  Columbus, 
in  which  he  informs  us,  that  from 
letters  of  Columbus  which  he  himfelf 
had  feen,  that  it  was  his  opinion, 
founded  on  nautical  obfervations,  that 


one 
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one  of  the  Iflands  he  had  difcovered, 
i^'-as  diftant  only  thirty  miles  from 
CattiiJ^ara,  which  in  the  charts  of  the 
geo!4raphers  of  that  age,  was  laid  down 
;ip  }n  th$  authority  of  Ftolemy,  as  the 
mofl-  Eafterly  pli-  e  in  Afia.  From  this 
he  concluded,  that  if  lomi;;  unknown  con- 
tinent did  not  obftrudi  the  navigation, 
there  muft  be  a  fhort  and  cafy  accefs, 
by  holding  a  Welleriy  courfe,  to  this 
extreme  region  of  the  Ealh 

They  were  likewife  glad  to  have  this 
opportunity  of  removing  froni  court,  a 
man  with  whofe  demands  they  thought 
it  impoffible  to  comply,  and  whofe  pre- 
fence  continually  reminded  them  of  their 
ingratitude.    From  their  experience  of 
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bis  abjllnes,  they  had  rcafoii  to  give  cre- 
dit to  his  conjedures,  and  to  confide  ia 
his  fuccefs.  To  thefe  confiderations 
muft  be  added  a  iHil  more  powetful  evi- 
dence. About  this  time  the  Portuguefe 
fleet,  under  the  cqmrnand  of  Cabral,  ar- 
rived from  the  Indies;  and  the  value  of 
its  cargo,  gave  the  people  of  Europe  a  i 
more  perfecl  idea  than  they  had  hitherto  j 
formed  of  the  opulence  and  fertility  of 
the  Eafto 

The  Portuguefe  had  been  more  for-  j, 
tunate  than  the  Spaniards.  Theirfirft 
voyage  to  the  Eaft,  had  yielded  imme- 
diate, as  well  as  vaft  returns  of  profit, 
in  commodities  extremely  precious,  and 
|u  great  requeft.  Li^on  became  im- 
mediately 


3^ 


^HE   THIRD  AND  FOtUtTH 


mediately  the  fe^it  of  commerce  anJ  of 
wealth;  while  Spain  hud  only  the  re- 
mote profpeft  of  fiuur<^  benefit. 

The  court  of  inquifirion^  which efFec- 
tualy  checks  a  fj^iric  of  liberal  enquiry, 
and  everj'  f])ecies  of  literary  improve- 
ment, wherever  it  is  eibbliftied,  was 
unknown  in  Portugal  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  when  the  people  of  that  King- 
dom began  their  voyages  of  difcovety. 
More   than   a  century  had  e^apfed, 
before  it  was  eflabiilhed  by  John  lil. 
whofe   reign  commenced  in  the  year 
one  thouHind,  five  hundred,  and  twen- 
ty-one. 

Nothing  could  be  more  s^cccpt able  to 
the  Spainards  than  the  offer  of  Columbus 
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to  conduS  them  to  the  Eaft  by  a 
route  which  he  expected  to  be 
(horter  as  well  as  lefs  dangerous,  than 
that  which  the  Portugaefe  had  taken. 
Even  the  apathy  of  the  ina(^tive 
Ferdinand,  feemed  roii'ed  by  th^s  p  o- 
pofal,  and  he  warmly  approved  of  the 
wndertaking, 

Interefllng  as  this  difcovery  was  to 
the  nation,  Columbus  could  procure  bat 
four  fmall  barks,  the  largeH  of  which  did 
t\ot  exceed  fevcnty  tons  in  burden. 
Accullomed  to  brave  danger,  and  to 
engage  m  arduous  undertakings  wirh 
inadequate  force,  he  did  not  heiiute  to 
accept  the  command  of"  this  piiiful 
fquadron,    His  brother  Baitholomew^, 


and 
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and  his  fecond  fon,  Ferdinand,  the 
hiflorian  of  his  aftions  accoiiipanied  him. 

On  the  ninth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
ftmd,  five  hundred,  -and  J  two,  he  fet  fail 
from  Spain,  and  touched,  as  ufaal  a:t  the 
Canary  Iflands  ;  from  thence  he  pur- 
pofed  to  have  frood  direc'^.ly  for  the  con- 
tinent, but  his  Jargeft  veffel  was  fo 
clumfey  and  unfit  for  fervice,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  tor  Hifpanicla, 
ih  hopes  of  changing  her  for  fome  (hip 
of  the  fleet  which  had  carried  but 
Gvando, 

When  he  arrived  off  Sc.  Domlnoro,  he 
found  eighteen  of  thefe  (hip?  ready  load- 
e<l  and  on  the  point  of  departing  for 

Spain 
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Spain^  Columbus  immediately  ac- 
quainted the  governor  with  the  deflina- 
tion  of  his  voyage,  and  the  accident 
which  had  obliged  him  to  alter  his  courfe 
he  requeftedpermilFion  to  enter  the  har- 
bor, not  only  that  he  might  negociate 
the  exchange  of  his  fnip,  but  that  he 
might  take  flielterfrom  a  violent  hurri- 
cane, the  approach  of  which  lie  difcovered 
from  various  prognofties  ,  which  hh  ctc- 
perience  and  fagacity  had  taught  him  to 
obferve.  On  that  account,  he  advifed 
him  1  kewlfe  to  put  bff  for  fome  daya 
the  departure  of  the  fleet  bound  for 
Spain.  Ovando,  not  only  denied  his 
requeH:,  but  fcorned  his  ndvice.  Under 
oil  cumflances  in  which  humanity  would 
have   afforded   refuge  to  a  lhanger, 
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Columbus  was  denied  admittance  into  a 
country  of  which  he  had  difcovered  the 
exiftence,  and  acquired  the  pofTeflion. 
His  falutary  warning  which  merited  thQ 
ftrifteft  arientlon,  was  regared  as  the 
dream  of  a  vifionary  prophet,  who  a7ro- 
-gantly  pretended  to  predift  an  event, 
beyond  the  reach  of  human  forefight. 
The  fleet  failed  for  Spain.  Next  night 
the  hurricane  came  on  with  dreadful 
in  petuofity  ;  Columbus  being  aware  of 
the  danger,  took  the  HecelTary  precau- 
tions aoainft  it  and  preferved  his  little 
fquadron.  The  fleet  deftined  for  Spain 
-  met  with  the  fate  whicji  the  obilinacy 
of  its  commanders  deferred.  Of 
eighteen  fi.ipvS,  two  or  three  only  efcaped. 


In 
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In  this  general  wreck  perlfhed 
Bovadilla,  Roldan,  and  the  greater  part 
of  thofe  who  had  been  mofl:  adlve  in 
perfecuting  Columbus  and  opprelfing 
the  Indians,  Together  with  themfelves 
all  the  wealth  which  they  had  amafied 
by  their  injuftice  and  inhumanity  was 
fwallvowed  up.  Its  value  amounted  to 
more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pefos ; 
an  immenfe  fum  at  that  period,  and  fuf- 
licienr,  not  only  to  have  fcreened  them 
from  any  fevere  fcrutiny  into  th^ir  pro- 
ceeding?, but  to  have  fecured  them  a 
gracious  reception  in  the  Spanifli  court. 
Among  the  Ih  ps  that  efcaped,  one  had 
on  board  all  the  effects  t)f  Columbus 
hich  had  been  recovered  from  the  ruins 
us  fortune.  Hiilorian?,  flruck  with 
C  the 
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the  exadl  difc  rim 'nation  of  c-i  a  r  ackers, 
as  well  as  the  jult  difii  iburlon  of  rewards 
Slid  punifnmcnts  confplcuous  in  ihofe 
^veuts,  univerfally  attribute  them  to  an 
immediate  interpolition  of  Providence, 
in  order  to  avenge  the  injuries  of  a  man, 
who  fought  in  vain  for  redrefs  from  the 
hands  who  ought  from  their  obligatioiis 
to  him,  to  have  made  his  caufe  their  ovvn. 
The  ignorant  and  faperflitious,  who  were 
wiuielles  to  thifj  event,  attributed  it  to  a 
diiierent    caufe.     From    an  opinion, 
which  vulgar  admirati'.jn  is  apt  to  en- 
tertain with  refpeft  to  pe.rfons  who  ha  e 
diilinguifhed  tbemfelves  for  their  iaga- 
city  ;   they  were  now  convinced  that 
Columbus  was  poflei'ftj  of  fuj^ernaturar^ 
pjwcri-^  and  imagined  he  h:id  conjured 
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up  this  ftorm  by  magical  art^  to  be 
revencred  of  his  enemies. 

Columbus  foon  quitted  Hir3»nn'o'n,  " 
highly  difgufted  with  the  inh  npitJ^ble 
reception  he  had  met  with,  and  ftooc| 
immediately  for  the  continent,  x^fter 
a  tedi6us  and  dangerous  voyage,  he  dif 
covered  Guanain,  an  Illand  but  n  finall 
diftance  from  the  coaft  of  Hondurar« 
There  he  had  an  interview  with  feme  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  arrived  in  a  large 
canoe.  They  appeared  to  be  more  en- 
lightened and  civihzed  than  any  he  had 
hitherto  difcovered.  In  return  to  the 
enquiries  of  the  Spaniards,  made  with 
their  ufual  eagernefs  concerning  the 
places  from  which  they  got  the  gold 

C  3  which 
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tvhich  they  wore  as  ornaments,  they 
diredled  them  to  countries  fituated  to 
the  Weft,  in  which  gold  was  found  in 
fuch  profufion,  that  it  was  applied  to 
the  nioft  common  purpofes.  Inftead  of 
fleering  in  queft  of  a  country  fo  invit- 
ing, which  would  have  condu61ed  hhn 
along  the  coaft  of  Yucatan  to  the  rich 
empire  of  Mexico,  Columbus  was  fo 
intent  upon  his  favorite  fcheme  of  find- 
ing out  the  ftrait,  which  he  fuppofed 
communicated  with  the  Indian  ocean, 
that  he  bore  away  to  the  Eaft,  towards 
the  gulf  of  Darien. 

He  dlfcovered  in  this  navigation,  aH 
the  coafi:  of  the  continent,  from  Cape 
Gracios  a  Dios,  to  an  harbour,  which  on 
account  of  its  beauty  and  fecurity,  he 

called 
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Porto  Bello.  He  fearched  In  vam  for 
the  imaginary  ftrair,  through  which  he 
expe^^ed  to  make  his  way  into  an  un- 
known fea ;  and  though  he  went  on 
(hore  feveral  times,  and  advanced  into 
the  country,  he  did  not  penetrate  fo  far 
as  to  crofs  the  narrow  ifthmus  which 
feparates  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the 
great  Southern  ocean.  He  was  fo 
delighted  with  the  appearance  of  the 
country,  which  every  where  prefented 
to  the  eye,  profpeds,  at  once  grand  and 
p'fturefque,  and  conceived  fuch  an  idea 
of  its  wealth;  from  the  fpecimens  of  gold 
produced  by  the  natives,  that  he  refolved 
to  ]eave  a  fmali  colony  upon  the  river 
Belum,  in  the  province  Veragua,  under 
the  command  of  his  brother,  and  to 

C  3  return 
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return  himfelfto  Spain  in  order  to  pro* 
cure  neccffiries  to  make  it  a  permanent 
eftabllfhment. 

Columbus  was  however  deprived  of 
the  honor  of  planting  the  firfl:  colony 
on  the  continent  of  America,  by  the  un- 
governable fplrit  of  his  crew  :  their 
infolence  and  rapacioufnefs,  provoked 
the  natives  to  take  arms,  and  as  there 
were  a  more  handy  and  warlike  race  of 
men  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands, 
the  Spaniards  found  it  impoffible  to  cope 
with  an  enemy  whofe  numbers  were  fo 
fo  far  fuperior  to  their  own,  and  who 
took  every  opportunity  of  furprifing 
and  cutting  them  off;  in  thefe  flcimifhes 
they  took  feveral  prifoners,  Columbus 

therefore 
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therefore  after  having  Invian  endeavor- 
ed to  recover  them,  determined  to  aban- 
don a  ftation  which  he  found  untenable. 

The  fate  of  Prifoners  who  fall  Into 
the  hands  of  the  American  Indians,  is 
truly  to  be  lamented,  if  the  war  has  been 
carried  on  at  any  diftj? nee  from  their  ha- 
bitations, on  their  return  homewards  the 
prifoners  are  treated  with  fome  degree 
of  humanity  ;  as  they  approach  their 
own  frontier,  fome  of  their  numbers  are 
difpatched  to  inform  their  countrymen 
of  their  fuccefs ;  *tis  then  they  begin 
to  feel  the  wretchednefs  to  which  they 
are  reduced.  The  women  of  the 
village  together  with  the  youths 
who  are  not  arrived  at  an  age  to  bear 

'armSp 
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arms,  afTemble,  and  forming  themfelves 
into  two  lines,  through  which  the  pri- 
foncrs  muft  pafs,  they  bruize  and  beat 
them  with  tticks  and  ftonesin  the  moft 
cruel  manner,  After  this  firll  gratifi- 
catlonof  their  rage  againft  their  enemies 
they  pour  forth  dreadful  lamentations 
for  the  lofs  of  their  own  countrymen 
who  have  f  lien  in  the  battle,  accompa- 
nied by  words  and  actions  which  feem 
to  expref^  the  mofl  poignant  anguiflu 
But  n  a  moment,  upon  a  fignal  given, 
their  tears  ceafe,  and  they  pafs  with  a 
fudden  and  unaccountable  iranfition 
ftom  thed^ptb  of  forrow,  to  tranfports 
of  joy  i  and  begin  to  celebrate  ihe  viflo- 
ry,  with  all  the  wild  exultations  of 

favage  triumph.    The  fate  ©f  the  pri- 

foner 
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remains  fllll  undecided.  The  old  men 
deliberate  concerning  it.  Some  are  con- 
demned to  be  tortured  to  death,  in  or- 
der to  fatiate  the  revenge  of  the  con- 
querors ;  fome  to  replace  the  members 
which  the  fociety  had  loil  in  that  or 
former  wars.  Thofe  who  are  referved 
for  this  milder  fate,  are  led  to  the  huts 
of  thofe  who  had  any  of  their  friends 
killed.  The  women  meet  them  at  the 
door,  and  if  they  permit  them  to  enter, 
their  fufFerings  are  at  an  end,  acfopted 
as  one  of  the  family,  and  in  their  own 
phrafe,  are  feated  upon  the  mat  of  the* 
deceafed.  They  alTame  hisnnme,  hold 
the  fame  rank,  and  are  treated  hence- 
forward as  a  father,  a  brother,  a  hufbajid 
or  a  friend,  but  if  either  from  capi  ice 

or 
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or  the  unrelenting  defireof  revenge,  the 
women  of  any  of  the  family  refufe  to 
give  rhe  prifoner  admiffion,  h\s  doom  is 
i?rcvGcably  fixed  ;  no  power  can  fave 
him  from  torture  and  death.  This  ap- 
pears to  be  the  only  liberty  granted  to 
tlie  females  of  America,  vyho  in  every 
other  refpeft  are  treated  in  a  manner 
fliocking  to  humanity. 

"While  their  lot  is  in  fufpenfe,  the  pri- 
foners  appear  totally  indifferent  to  the 
fate  that  may  attend  them.  They  talk 
ear,  deep,  and  appear  as  perfectly  at 
their  eafe,  as  i:  no  danger  was  impen4'' 
ii^.  When^the  fat^l  fentence  is  pro- 
nounced to  them,  thoy  recive  it  with  an 
unalter  ed  countenance^  b«gin  their  death 

fong, 
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ibng;  and  prepare  to  die  like  men  who 
regard  death  with  the  urmoft  contempt. 
The  conquerors  airemble  as  to  a  folemn 
fellival,  refolved  to  pat  the  fortitude  of 
the  prtfoner  ro  the  fevereft  tart.  A 
fcene  enfues,  the  bare  defcription  of 
which  is  fufiiclent  to  chill  the  heart  of 
men  with  horror,  who  accultomed  to 
Hiilder  inftitutions,  are  taught  to  regard 
mercy  as  one  of  the  principal  ornaments 
oi  nature. 

The  prifoners  are  tied  naked  to  a  (lake 
but  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  have 
the  liberty  of  moving  round  it ;  all  wlic 
■are  pxeftut^  men,  women,  and  children^ 
ruili  like  furies  on  the  devoted  victim, 
and  apply  every  torture  rail  cor  or  re- 
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venre  can  inrent.  Some  burn  their 
limbs,  feme  mangle  their  bodies  while 
others  tear  their  flefii  from  their  bones, 
pluck  out  their  nails  by  the  roots,  and 
rend  and  twill  their  finews.  They  vie 
vvith  each  other  in  refinements  of  tor- 
ture, nor  h  there  any  thing  which  fets 
bounds  to  their  rage,  but  the  fear  of  the 
j^bridging  the  life  ot  the  unhappy  fufFerr 
er  ;^  and  fuch  h  there  ingenuity  in  lor-. 
rienting,  that  by  carefully  avoiding  to 
injure  any  vital  part,  they  often  pro- 
long this  fcene  ofanguifbfor  many  days, 

Araidft  this  complication  of  fufter* 
5ng3,  the  vidims  continue  to  chaunt 
their  d(  atu-fong  with  a  firm  voice,  and 
boafting  of  their  own  exp^oks,  infult 
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them  with  their  Inability  of  avenging 
their  deceafed  friend,  excite  their  lero- 
city  by  every  provocation  in  their  power, 
frequently  telling  them  they  knew  not 
how  to  torture. 

To  difplay  unfhaken  fortitude  in  fuch« 
trying  fituations  is  the  nobleft  triumph 
pf  an  American  warrior.  To  avoid  the 
trial  by  a  vpluntary  death,  or  to  flirink 
when  under  it  in  the  moll  trifling  degree 
3^  deemed  infamous;  if  any  one  betrays 
fymtoms  of  timidity,  his  tormentors 
often  difpatch  him  at  one  blow,  with 
contempt,  as  unworthy  of  being  treated 
like  a  man.  Animated  wltjj  thefe  ideas 
they  bear  without  (hewing  the  leaft  im» 
ptience,  what  it  feems  impoflible  for 
human  nature  to  fuftainj  they  appear 

C  not 
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not  only  infenfible  to  pain,  but  to  court 
it.  «' Forbear'*  faid  an  aged  chief  of 
the  Iroquois,  when  his  inlults  had  pro- 
voked one  of  his  tormentors  to  wound 
him  with  a  knife,  forbear  thofe  ftabs 
of  your  knife,  and  rather  let  me  die  by 
fire,  that  thofe  dogs  your  allies,  from 
beyond  the  fea,  may  learn  by  my  ex- 
ample to  fuffer  like  men." 

This  magnanitfiLity,  of  which  there 
are  frequent  inilances  among  the  Ameri- 
canos inftead  of  exciting  admiration,  or 
calling  torch  (ympathy,  <exafperates  the 
fpirit*  of  thair  torturers  and  urges  tjiern 
to  new  afls  of  barbarity  ;  weary  at 
length  of  Contending  with  men,  whofe 
conflancy  of  miud  they  cannot  vanquifli 

fome 
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feme  chief  in  a  rage  puts  an  end  to  theiv 
€xiftence  by  difpatching  thein  with  a 
dagger  or  a  clubi 

This  barbarous  fcene  is  after  flic- 
ceeded  by  one  no  lefs  (hocking.  As 
the  revenge  which  rages  in  the  bofom 
of  a  favage  is  ungovernable  and  infatia- 
hlCf  they  frequently  devour  thofe  un- 
happy people  who  have  been  facnficed 
to  their  cruehy  ;  among  die  Iroquois, 
the  phniie  by  which  ihey  expreis  their 
determination  of  goin^;  to  Vv'ar  with  an 
enemy  is,  ^'Let  us  go  and  eat  that  na- 
tion." If  they  folicit  the  aid  of  a  neigh- 
bouring  tribe,  ihey  invite  them  to  eat 
fome  broth  made  of  the  fiefli  of  their 
eneu-ies. 
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In  South  America,  the  people  gratify 
^heii  revenge  in  a  manner  lefs  fliocking. 
On  a  day  appointed,  the  vidorious  tribe 
pflemble,  the  prlfos^r  is  brought  forth 
with  great  foleninity,  he  views  the  pre- 
parations  for  the  ftcrilice  with  as  much 
indifference  as  if  he  was  not  the  vi£\iin, 
and  meeting  his  fate  with  undaunted  firm- 
nefs  is  difpatched  with  a  hngle  blow. 
The  moment  he  falls,  the  women  feize 
^he  body,  and  drefs  it  for  the  fea^ft. 
They  befmear  their  children  with  the 
blood,  in  order  to  kindle  in  rheir  bofoms 
a  hatred  for  iheir  enennes,  which  if 
never  extingulflied,  and  all  of  them  feed 
on  the  flefli  with  amazing  grecdinefg 
and  exultation.  They  eonfider  the 
yower  of  devouring  their  enemies,  the 

moft 
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boft  complete  aad  exqulfite  gratification 
of  revenge.  Columbus  vvhofe  humanity 
Was  always  confpicuous,  deplored  the 
fatri  of  his  unhappy  countrymen,  who 
were  deftfned  to  ftifFer,  though  lefs 
icapablc  than  the  Americans,  all  the 
cruelties  recounted  in  the  fbregping 
relation. 

This  wis  tiot  the  only  misfortune 
t^'hich  befel  Cokimbus  ;  it  was  followed 
by  the  numerous  difafters  to  which 
navigation  is  exposed.  Furious  hurri- 
canes, attended  by  violent  florms  of 
thunder  and  light'ning,  which  every 
inftant  threatened  his  leaky  velTels  with 
deftru  'Hon  ;  while  his  difcontented  crew 
(Bxhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  deftitute  of 
provifions,  were  unwilling  or  unab'e  to 
C  3  ^  execute 
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execute  his  commands.  The  fhattered 
condition  of  hi^  fnips  rendered  them 
unfit  any  longer  to  encounter  the  tem- 
pers to^which  they  were  expofed,  and 
although  Columbus  endeavoured  by 
every  means  he  could  fuggeft  to  prevent 
them  from  finking,  he  could  not  prevent 
one  of  them  from  experiencing  that  ca» 
laiiiity,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon 
another  as  unfit  for  fervice  5  and  with  the 
two  that  remained  he  qu't^d  that  part 
of  the  coaft,  which  in  his  anguifli  he 
called  the  coaft  of  Vexatioi),  and  bore 
away  for  Hifpaniola.  New  diftrefTes 
awaited  him  in  this  voyage  ;  he  was  dri- 
ven back  from  the  coaft  of  Cuba  ;  dur- 
ing a  violent  gale  bis  fliips  were  driven 
againil  each  otherj  the  po^-er  of  th^ 
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waves  rendering  it  iinpoffihle  to  fleer 
them  ;  they  were  fo  much  damaged  by 
this  fliock,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoil 
difficulty  they  reached  Jamaica,  where 
he  was  obliged  to  run  them  on  fliore 
to  prevent  thern  from  finking. 

Every  thing  now  confpired  to  render 
the  fituation  of  Columbus  dlftreffing  in 
the  greateit  degree  ;  he  was  call  afhore 
upon  an  .  Ifland  at  a  confiderablediflance 
from  the  only  fettlement  of  the  Spani* 
ards^in  America.  His  fliips  were  ruined 
beyond  the  poffibility  of  reparation* 
to  convey  an  account  of  their  fituation 
to  Hifpaniola  appeared  impra-'  i cable  ; 
and  without  this,  it  was  ,mpoi]i^  I:  to 
expe6t  relief.  His  genius,  fertile  in 
r^fources,  and  moft  vigorous  in  thofe 
C  4  perilous 
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perilous  extremities  when  feeble  minda 
abandon  themfelves  todefpair,  difcovered 
to  him  the  only  expedient  which  afforded 
them  the  leaft  profpeft  of  relief.  He 
had  recourfe  to  the  hofpitable  kindnefs 
of  the  nutiv.  Si  who  coiifidefing  the 
Spaniards  as  beings  of  a  fuperior  nature 
Were  eaget  on  every  occalion  to  admi- 
nifler  to  their  wants.  He  obtained 
from  them  two  of  thelf  canoes,  each 
formed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  tree  hol- 
lowed with  fire,  and  fo  hfif-fliapen  and 
auk  ward  as  hardly  to  merit  the  name  of 
boats.  In  thefe,  which  were  fit  only  for 
creeping  along  the  cDaft,  or  crolling  from 
one  ficle  of  a  bJiy  to  another,  Meadez  a 
Spaniard,  and  Fies-chi  a  Genoefe,  two 
gentlemen    particularly    attached  to 

Columbus 
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Colunobus,  galkntly  offered  to  fet  out 
for  Hifpaniola,  upon  a  voyage  of  above 
thirty  leagued.  This  they  accoinpUfhed 
IB  ten  days,  after  furmouiiting  incredlbie 
difficulties  and  enduring  fuch  fatigue 
that  fevaral  of  the  Indians  who  accom- 
p^mtd  them  funk  under  it  and  died. 

Ov^ndoj  from  a  mean  jealoufy  of 
Columbus,  paid  to  them  neither  the  re* 
fpe6l  they  merited,  nor  the  diflrefs  of 
the  perlbns  from  whom  they  came  re- 
quired. He  at  fidl  refufed  them  per- 
million  to  fet  foot  on  the  Idand,  and 
after  he  granted  it,  Mendez  and  Fies-thi 
fpent  tight  months  in  foliciting  relief  % 
for  their  commander  and  his  afTociates 
without  any  profpeft  of  obtaining  it. 

C  s  Dui  iiig 
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During  this  period  ofadverBty,  vari- 
ous paffions  agitated  the  mind  of  Colum- 
bus, and  his  aflbciatcs.  At  firfl  the  ex- 
pectation oi  a  fpeedy  deliverarce  from 
the  fuccefs  of  Mendez  Jrnd  Fieschi's  voy- 
age, cheered  the  fpiritsof  the  moil  de- 
fponding.  After  lome  time  the  more 
timorous  began  to  fufpeft  that  they  had 
failed  in  their  darin*^  attempt ;  and  at 
length  the  moft  fanguine  concluded  they 
had  perifl^ed.  The  ray  ot  hope  which 
bad  lately  illumined  theii;  minds  now 
became  fo  languid  that  it  was  fcarce  fuf« 
ficitnt  to  fupport  their  drooping  fpirits. 
Tired  out  with  fi  uitleis  expeftation, 
defpair,  heightened  by  d'napjX)intment 
fettled  in  every  breaft  ;  their  lull  refourcc 
had  failed,  and  nothing  now  remained  to 

them 
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tliem  .but  the  profpeft  of  ending  their 
days  m  a  favage  country  far  from  their 
relatives  and  friends.  The  feamen  in  a 
tranrportof  ragemutined,  and  threatened 
the  life  of  Colun^bus,  whom  they  re- 
proached as  the  author  of  all  their  ca- 
lanuties,feized  ten  canoes,  which  he  had 
purchafed  from  the  Indians,  and  defpif- 
ing  his  remonftrances  and  entreaties, 
made  off  with  them  to  a  diftant  part  of 
the  Ifland.  The  natives  tired  with  the 
long  refidence  of  the  Spaniards,  mur- 
mured at  the  quantity  of  provifions  they 
confumed.  As  their  induftry  was  not 
greater  than  that  of  their  neighbours  in 
Hifpaniola,  like_  them  they  found  the 
burden  of  fupporting  fo  many  ft  rangers 
intolerable. 
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As  game  and  fifli  arc  tite  principal 
food  of  the  inhabitants,  all  they  aim  at 
by  cultivation,  is  to  fupply  any  occafi- 
onal  defed  in  thefe.  They  confined 
their  induflry  to  rearing  a  few  plants^ 
which  in  a  rich  foil  and  warm  climate, 
were  eafily  trained  to  maturity.  The 
chief  of  thefe  is  maixe^  well  known  in 
Europe  by  the  name  af  Indian  corn,  a 
grain  extremely  prolific,  of  fimpic  cul- 
ture, agreeable  to  the  tafte^  aud  afford^ 
ing  ftrongand  hardy  nourifliment.  The 
fecondis  tht  7nanioCy  which  grows  to  the 
fize  of^a  large  (hrub,  or  fmall  tree,  and 
produces  roots  fomewhat  refemfaling 
parfnlps.  After  carefully  fqueezing  out 
die  juice,  thefe  roots  are  grated  to  a  fine 
powder,,  and  formed  into  'thin  cakes, 
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called  cafFada  bread,  which  though  infi- 
pid  to  the  tafte,  proves  no  contemptible 
food.  As  the  juice  of  the  manioc  is  a 
potentpoifon,  fome  authors  havecelebra- 
ted  the  ingenuity  of  the  Americans,  in 
converting  a  poifonous  plantinto  whole- 
foqie  nouriflbment.  It  fhould  however  be 
rather  confidersd  as  one  of  the  defperatfe 
rcfources  for  procuring  fwbfiflance,  to 
which  neceility  off  reduces  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  rude  nations  :  or  perhaps 
they  were  leil  to  the  ufe  of  it  by  a  pro- 
grefs,  in  which  their  is  nothing  marvel- 
lous. One  fpeci^  of  manioc,  is  ei^tire- 
]y  free  from  any  poifonous  quality, 
and  may  be  eaten  without  any  prepara- 
tion, except  thatofroafling  it  in  the  em- 
bers.   This  it  is  probable  was  the  fir  ft 
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ufed  by  the  Americans  as  food ;  an4 
neceffity  having  gradually  taught  them 
to  feparatethe  pernicious  juice  fiom  the 
other  fpecies,  they  have  found  it  to  be 
more  prolific,  as  well  as  more  nourifliing 
than  the  other. 

The  third  is  the  planfain,  which  tho'^ 
It  grows  to  the  height  of  from  fix  to  tea 
feet,  is  offuch  quick  growth,  that  in  left 
than  a  year  it  abundantly  rewards  the 
cultivation  with  f/uits.  It  is  of  an 
agreeable  flavour,  and  v/hen  baked  differs 
little  in  talte  from  a  roafted  apple. 

The  fourth  Is  the  yarn^  which  when 
arrived  at  maturity  is  both  vvholefome 

and  palatable,  and  when  boiled  is  an  e:?* 

cellent  fubftitute  for  breadt 

The 
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The  fifth  is  a  Aveet  land  ofjpotatoe, 
the  qualities  of  which,  nearly  refemble 
thofe  of  Europe, 

The  fixth  is  pwmifo^  a  fmall  tree, 
yielding  a  flrong  aromatic  fpice.  The 
Americans,  who  like  other  inhabitants 
of  warm  climates,  delight  in  whatev^er  is 
hot,  and  of  a  poignant  flavour,  deem  this 
feafoning  a  neceffary  of  life,  and  mingle 
large  quantities  of  it  in  every  kind  gf 
food  they  take.    The  foregoing  were 
however,  cultivated  fo  fparingly,  that 
they  hardly  raifed  fufficient  for  their 
own  confumption.    Two  circumftances 
common  to  all  the  favage  nations  of 
America,  concurred  with  thofe  already 
mentioned,  not  only  in  rendering  their 
agriculture  imperfeft,  but  in  limiting 

their 
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their  powers  in  a!!  their  operatioris. 
They  had  no  tame  animals ;  and  they 
were  unacquainted  with  the  ufeful  me- 
tals, confequently  all  their  agriculture 
utenfils  were  made  of  ftone  or  wood,  and 
thofe  fo  very  auk\^ard  that  they  were  of 
very  little  (ervlce. 

In  other  parts  of  the  world,  man  in  his 
rudeft  ftate,  appears  as  lord  of  the  cre- 
ation, giving  laws  fo  various  tribes  of 
animals,  which  he  has  tamed  and  reduced 
to  fubj action,  Thg  tartar  foHows  his' 
prey  on  the  horie  he  has  reared  ;  or 
tends  his  numerous  flock?,  which  fup- 
ply  him  with  food  and  clothing  ;  the 
Arab,  hag  not  only  rendered  the  horfe,' 
but  the  camel  docile,  and  avails  himfelf 
of  their    pth'evering   flrength  ;  the 

Laplander 
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Laplander  has  formed  the  rein  deer  to 
be  fubfervient  to  his  wiil  ,*  and  even  the 
people  of  Kamfchatka  have  trained  their 
dogs  to  labour.  This  command  over 
the  brute  creation,  is  ohe  of  the  nobleft 
prerogatives  of  man,'  and  ranks  among 
the  greateft  efforts  of  his  wifdom  and 
power.  Without  this  his  dominion  is 
incomplete  ;  he  is  a  rnonarch  who  has 
no  fubjefts  ;  a  mafter  without  fervants, 
and  muft  perform  every  dpefation  by  the 
ftrength  of  his  own  arm;  Moft  of  the 
animals  rendered  domeftic  on  the  Euro- 
pean continent,  were  unknown  to  Ame- 
rica, but  there  are  fome  comrnon  to 
both.  The  reiq-dter  which  has  been 
broken  to  the  yoke  in  the  one  hemif- 
phere,  enjoys  its  liberty  in  the  fullefi: 

extent 
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extent  in  tire  other.  The  native  ani- 
mals of  the  American  continent,  are 
neither  fo  fierce  nor  fo  formidable  as  to 
have  exempted  them  from  fervitude. 
The  B'lfon  of  the  New  W orld  is  evidently 
of  the  fame  fpecies  with  the  horned  cat- 
tle of  Europe;  the  latter  even  among 
the  rudeft  nations  of  our  hemifphers 
have  been  rendered  domeftic  ;  the  In- 
dians for  want  of  the  abovementioned 
necelfaries,  fo  abfolutely  requifite  for 
the  opera  ions  of  agriculture^  began  to 
furnifti  thoSpaniards  with  a  fparing  h^nd 
and.threatened  to  withdraw  thofe  fup- 
plies  altogether.  Such  a  refolution  mufl; 
have  proved  quickly  fatal  to  the  Spani» 
ards.  Their  fafety  depended  on  the 
good-will  ot  the  Indians;  and  wnleft 

they 
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tbejL  could  revive  the  admlnWon  and 
reverence  vi^ith  which  that  fimple  peo- 
ple had  at  firfl:  beheld  them,  deftruftion 
was  inevitable* 

Though  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  mu- 
tineers had,  in  great  meafure  effaced 
thole  impreffions,  which  had  been  fo 
favorable  to  the  Spaniards.  The  inge- 
nuity of  Columbus,  fuggefted  a  happy 
artifice,  that  not  only  reftored,  but 
heightened  the  high  opinion  the  Indiap'S 
had  originally  conceived  of  them. 

By  hii  {kill  in  aftronomy,  he  knew 
that  there  would  fhortly  fee  a  total  eclipfe 
of  the  moon.  He  ailembled  all  the 
principle  people  of  the  diflricl  about  him 
on  the  day  before  it  happened,  and  re- 
proaching them  for  their  ficklenefs  in 
withdrawing 
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^v'lthdravving  their  affeffion  and  afliftancc 
from  men  whom  they  had  lately  revered, 
he  told  them  that  the  Spaniards  were 
fervants  of  the  Great  Spirit,  who  dwells 
in  Heaven,  who  made  and  governs  the 
world  ;  that  he,  offended  at  their  refu- 
fmg  to  fupport  men  who  were  objeds  of 
his  peculiar  care^f^as  preparing  to  punifli 
them  m  the  moft  exemplary  mafjner, 
and  that  very  night  the  moon  fliould 
with -hold  her  light,  and  appear  the  co-~ 
lour  of  blood,  as  a  fign  of  the  divine 
wrath,  and  an  emblem  of  the  rengeancc 
teady  to  faH  on  them.  To  this  marvel- 
lous prediftion  fome  liflened  with  cafe- 
lefs  indifference  peculiar  to  the  natives 
of  America,  Others  with  credulous  afto- 
nilhm^nt  natural  to  minds  unenlightened 
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by  philofophy.    But  when  the  moon 
began  gradually  to  be  darkened,  and  at 
length  appeared  of  a  red  colour,  all  were 
ftruck  with  terror  and  aftonifiiment,  A 
confultation  now  toojc place  among  their 
frhiefs,  and  they  all  agreed  In  believing 
the  Spaniards  to  be  a  fuperior  race  of 
beings  whom  it  was  their  duty  to  obey. 
The  inhabitants  inftanrly  rnn  to  their 
huts  in  the  greateft  confternation,  and 
returned  to  Columbus  loaded  with  pro- 
vlfions^,  which  they  threw  at  his  feet, 
conjuring  him  to  intercede  with  the 
Great  Spirit  to  avert  the  deftruftion  with 
which  they  were  threatened.  Columbus, 
Iceming  to  be  moved  by  their  entreaties,, 
promifed  to  comply  with  their  defire. 
The  eciipfe  went  off,  the  moon  recover- 
ed 
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ed  her  fptendor,  and  from  that  day  the 
Spaniards  were  not  only  profufely  fup- 
plied  with  provifioHS,  but  the  natives 
with  fuperftitious  attention^  carefully 
avoided  giving  them  any  offence. 

Daring  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  muti- 
neers had  made  repeated  attempts  to  pafs 
over  to  Hifpaniola^  but  either  from  their 
own  mlfcondu6t,  or  the  violence  of  the 
winds  and  currents,  their  efforts  were  all 
unfuccefsful.  Enraged  at  this  difap- 
pointment,  they  marched  toward  that 
part  of  the  Ifland  where  Columbus  re- 
mained^ oiFering  him  new  infults,  ^and 
threatening  him  with  new  danger. 

While  they  were  advancing  an  event 
happened,  more  cruel  and  affllding  than 
any  he  had  apprehended   from  them. 

The 
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The  governor  of  Hifpaniola,  Whofe  mind 
WBs  ftill  filled  with  feme  dark  fufpicions 
of  Columbu?,  fent  a  fmall  bark  to 
Jamaica  not  to  deliver  his  diftreffed  coun- 
trymen, but  to  fpy  out  their  condition  ; 
and  left  the  fympathy  of  thofe  he  enai- 
ployed  (hould  afford  them  relief,  con- 
trary tohis  intention,  he  gave  the  com- 
mand of  this  velTel  to  Efcobar,  an  inve- 
terate enemy  of  Columbus,  vvho  adher- 
ing to  his inftr unions  with  malignant  ac- 
curacy, caft  anchor  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  Ifland  ;  they  theh  approached 
the  fliore  in  a  fmall  boat,  obferved  the 
wretched  plight  of  the  Spaniards,  deli- 
vered  a  letter  full  of  empry  compliments 
to  the  AdiTiiral,  receivea  his  anfwer  and 
then  departed. 

When 


J*  THE  TKIHD  AND  lOVRTH 

When  the  Spalnards  firft  def-cried 
•  the  veflH  ftanding  towards  the  Ifland, 
every  heart  glowed  with  exultation,  fully 
perfuaded  that  the  long  expe£led  hour 
of  their  deliverance  vyas  at  hand.  A$ 
the,  degree  of  forrow  13  generally  pro« 
portioned  'to  the  idea  we  had  conceive4. 
of  ji)y,  the  fituation  of  the  Spaniards 
\yas  truly  deplorable,  by  having  thus  in, 
one  inftant  been  difappqinted  in  their 
mod  darling  hopes  ;  the  niofl  fanguina 
now  gave^  themfelves  up  to  defpair  ^ 
Columbus  alone,  though  he  felp  fenfibly 
the  wantoi\  infult  of  Ovando,  retained 
fuch  compofure  of  mind,  as  to  be  able  to 
cheer  his  fojlowers.    lie  alTured  them 
that  Mendez  Vnd  Fieschij  had  reached 
Hifpaniola  in  fajfety ;  that  they  .would 
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fpeedlly  procure  (hipe  to  carry  tKem  off 
but  as  Efcobar's  velTel  could  not  take 
them  all  on  board,  that  he  had  refufe4 
to  go  with  him  becaufe  he  had  determi- 
ned never  to  abandon  the  faithful  com- 
panions of  his  diftrefs.  Soothed  with 
the  expeftation  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance, 
and  delighted  in  his  apparent  generofity 
in  attending  more  to  their  prefervation 
than  his  own,  their  fpirits  revived,  and 
he  regained  their  confidence. 

Without  this  confidence  he  c«uld 
not  Iiave  refifisd  the  mutineers,  who 
were  now  at  hand.  AUhis  endeavours 
to  reclaim  thofe  defpeiadoes  l^ad  no  ef- 
feil  but  to  encreafe  their  fury.  Their 
demands  every  day  beCame  more  extra- 
vagant, and  their  intentions  more  vIo« 
ient  and  bloody.  The  c^)mmon  fafety 
D  rendered 
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rendered  it  necefrary  to  oppofe  them  by 
open  force  ;  but  Columbus,  who  had 
been  long  afili6\ed  with  the  gout  could 
not  take  the  field.  His  brother  the 
Adelantado,  marched  agauift  them  and 
they  quickly  met.  The  mutineers  re- 
jected with  fcorn  terms  of  accomodation, 
which  were  once  more  offered  them, 
and  ruflied  on  boldly  to  the  attack.  They 
oppofed  an  enemy  not  unprepared  ro 
meet  them.  In  the  firft  onlet  feveral 
of  their  leaders  were  flain.  The  Ade- 
lantado,  whofe  courage  was  equal  to  his 
flrengfh,  clofed  with  their  captain, 
wounded,  di farmed  and  took  h'uu  pri- 
foner.  At  f  ghtof  this  the  reft  fled  with 
a  daftardly  Itar,  faitahle  to  thti'  former 
iafolence.    Soon  afrev  they  fubmirt^d 
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in  a  body  to  Columbus,  bcund  them- 
fclves  by  the  moft.  Iblem  oaths  to  obey 
bis  commands.  Tranquiiiry  had  not 
been  many  days  reftored,  when  the  fliips 
appeared  in  (ight,  whofe  arrival  Colum- 
bus had  promifed  with  fuch  addrefs, 
though  he  could  forefte  it  with  little 
certainty.  The  Spaniards  quited  an 
I  Hand  with  tranfports  of  joy,  In  which 
the  unfeeling  jealou fy  of  Oyando  had 
fuffered  them  to  languifli  above  a  year, 
expofed  to  rnifery  in  all  its  various  fo^^m^ 
When  they  arrived  at  St.  Domingo, 
the  governor,  with  the  mean  artifice  of 
a  vulgar  mind,  that  labors  to  atone  for 
infolence  by  fervility,  fawned  on  the 
man  whofe  greatnefs  he  envied,  and  who 
he  had  contrived  every  means  in  his 
D  z  power 
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power  to  ruin.  He  received  Col  umbus 
with  the  mcft  ftudied  refpedt,  lodged 
him  in  his  ownhoufe,  and  diflinguiibed 
him  with  al  the  marks  of  honor.  But 
amicill  this  over-a6ted  civility,  he  could 
not  conceal  the  envy  and  malignly  that 
centered  in  his  heart.  He  gave  liberty  to 
the  captain  of  the  mutineers,  whom  Co- 
lumbus had  brought  in  chains  to  be  tried 
for  his  crime?,  and  threatened  fuch  as  had 
adhered  to  the  Admiral  with  a  judicious 
enquiry  into  their  condu6l.  Columbus 
fubmitted  in  lilence  to  what  he  could  not 
redrefs ;  but  difcovered  extreme  impa- 
tience ro  leave  a  country  which  was  un- 
der ihe  jurifdiflion  of  a  man,  who  had 
always  treated  him  with  injuftice  and  in- 
humanity become  intolerable..^  His  pre- 
parations were  foon  finifhed,  and  he  failed 

for 
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for  Spain  with  two  (hips  on  the  i  2th  of 
September,  1504.  Difaders  limilartothofe 
which  had  attended  him  thro'  life,  conti- 
nued to  purfue  him  to  the  end  of  his  ca- 
reer. One  of  ihe  vefTels  being  difabled,  was 
forced  back  to  St.  Domingo,  the  other  (hat- 
tered  by  violent  florms,  failed  700  leagues 
under  jury  mads,  and  reached  with  diffi- 
culty the  port  of  St.  Lucas. 

There  he  received  the  account  of  an 
event,  the  moft  fatal  that  could  have  be- 
fallen him,  and  which  completed  his  mif- 
fortunes.  This  was  the  death  oi  his  pa- 
tronels  the  Queen  Ifabella,  inwhofejuf- 
tice,  humanity,  and  favor  he  confided  as 
his  laft  refouFces,  None  now  remained  to 
redrefs  his  wrongs,  or  to  reward  his  fuf- 
feringsand  ffrvices,but  Ferdinand^  who 
D  3  had . 
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had  fo  long  oppofed,  anjd  fo  often  Inju- 
red him.  To  Ibiicit  a  prince  thus  pre- 
judiced againft  him  was  a  fituation  tio 
lels  irkfome  than  humiliating.  In  this 
however  was  Columbus  doomed  to  employ 
the  elofe  of  days  fo  many  of  which  had 
been  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  man 
whofe  humble  fuppiiant  he  then  was^but 
Ferdinand  was  void  of  gratitude,  and  the 
brilliant  charader  of  Columbus  ferved 
rather  to  heighten  his  envy  than  create 
Lis  efleem.  As  foon  as  his  health  would 
permit,  he  repaired  to  court,  and  the'  he 
was  received  there  with  civility  barely 
decent,  he  prefented  petition  after  peti- 
tion to  Ferdinand,  demanding  the  punii)\- 
nient  of  his  opprelTors,  and  the  refliturion 
of  all  the  privileges  bellowed  upon  him 

by 
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by  tlie  capitulation  of  1492.  Ferdinand 
amufed  him  with  fair  words  and  empty 
promifes.  Inftead  of  granting  his  claims 
he  propofed  expedients  to  elude  them, 
and  fpun  out  the  affair  with  fuch  appa- 
rent art,  as  -plainly  difcovered  he  never 
meant  it  ihould  be  terminated.  The  de- 
clining health  of  Columbus,  flattered 
Ferdinand  with  the  hopes^f  being  fobn 
delivered  from  an  importunate  fuitor,  and 
encouraged  him  to  perfcvere  in  his  illi- 
beral plan.  Nor  v/as  he  deceived  in  his 
expedations.  Difgufted  with  the  ihgrati- 
tuae  of  a  monarch  whom  be  had  ferved 
with  fuch  fidelity  and  vfucckfs,  exhauded 
with  the  fatigue  which  he  had  endured, 
and  broken  whh  the  infirmities  which 
thefe  brought  on  him,  he  ended  his  life 

la 
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an  Valadolid,  on  the  soih  of  May,  In 
3506,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age. 

He  died  with  a  coinpofure  of  mind 
fiiitable  to  the  ma^rnanimity  which  dif- 
tinguifhed  liis  character,  and  with  fenti- 
jnent^  of  piety  becoming  the  fupreme 
refpect  for  reliaiou  which  he  manifefted 
m  every  occurrence  of  his  life. 

As  every  monument  of  fuch  a  man  as 
Columbus  is  valuable, the  fonowing  letter 
"w  ritten  by  h'im  to  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella 
is  inferted,  as  it  exhibits  a  ftriking  pic- 
ture of  his  humanity^  prudence,  intrepi- 
r3ity,  j)ublic  fpirir,  and  courteous  addrefs. 
It  appears  to  have  been  after  he  had  ei- 
caped  from  great  danger^  and  when  on 
ills  til'U  voyage. 
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**  t  would  have  been  lefs  concerned 
for  this  misfortune,  had  I  a'one  been  in 
danger,  both  becaufe  my  life  is  a  debt  I 
owe  lo  the  fupreme  Creator,  and  becaufe 
I  have  at  other  times  been  expofed  to  the 
niofl  imminent  hazard.  But  what  gave  me 
infinite  grief  and  vexation,  v/as,  that  af- 
ter God  had  given  me  fai  h  to  undertake 
this  enterprlze,  in  which  I  had  been  fo 
fuccefsful,  that  my  opponents  would  have 
been  convinced,  arid  the  glory  of  your 
highnelTes,  and  the  extent  of  your  terri- 
toryencreafed  by  me,  it  fhould  pleafe  the 
divine  Majefly  to  llop  all  by  my  death. 
All  this  would  have  been  more  tolerable 
had  it  not  been  attended  with  the  lofs 
of  thofe  men  whom  1  had  carried  with 
ine  upon  promife  of  the  greateft  profpe- 

rity 


THE  THIRD  AND  FOXJRl  H 


rlty,  who  feeing  tbenifelves  in  fuch  dif- 
trefs,  curfed  not  only  their  coming  along 
with  me,  but  that  fear  and  awe  of  me, 
which  prevented  them  from  returning  as 
they  after  refoived  to  have  done.  But 
befidesall  this,  my  forrovv  was  encreafed 
by  recollefting  I  had  left  my  two  fons  at 
fchoolat  Condova,  dett'tute  of  friends  in 
a  foreign  country,  when  it  could  not  in 
all  probability  be  known  that  I  had  done 
fuch  fervicea  as  might  induce  your  high- 
nefTes  to  remember  them.  And  though  I 
comforted  myfelf  with  the  faiih  that  our 
Lord  would  not  permit  that,  what  tended 
fo  much  to  the  glory  of  Ms  church, 
and  what  I  had  brought  about  with  fo 
jDuch  trouble,  to  remain  impe- fc£V,  yet  I 
coniidered  that  cn  account  of  my  fins  it 
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was  his  win  to  deprive  me  of  that  glory 
which  I  might  have  attained  in  this  world. 
While  in  thic?  confufed  ilate,  I  t:  . ought 
on  the  good  fortune  that  attends  your 
'highnefies,  and  imagined,  that  altho'  I 
fliould  periih,  and  the  veffel  be  ioi,  it 
was  poffible  you  might  come  to  a  know- 
ledge of  my  voyage,  and  the  fuccefs  with 
which  it  was  attended.  For  that  roafon 
I  wrote  upon  parchment  with  the  brevi^ 
ty  which  the  fitnatioa  required,  that  I 
had  diLCovered  the  hinds  which  I  promif- 
ed,  in  how  many  days  I  had  done  it,  and 
Vvha  cuurfe  I  followed,  I  mentioned  the 
gjodnefs  of  the  cou.ntry,  the  charafter 
of  the  inhabhants,  and  that  your  high- 
nslfes  fubj^as  were  left  in  poUeffion  of 
'  ^  1^1  dHrovcred,  H-:ving  fealed  the 
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wiklng  I  sddreded  it  to  your  higbneffcs^ 
and  promifed  looo  ducats  to  any  perfon 
v/ho  fliouia  deliver  it  fealed,  fo  that  li 
any  foreigner  found  it,  the  pronnifed  re- 
ward might  prevail  upon  them  not  to^ 
give  the  information  to  another.  1  then 
csufed  a  large  cafe  to  be  brought  to  me, 
-.^r  d  wrapping  up  the  parchment  in  an 
eiiea  cl.?ih,  and  afterwards  in  a  cake  of 
uax,  I  put  in  the  calk  and  having  flop- 
ped it -.ell,  callitinthefea   All  the 
B^,en  believed  it  w:xs  an  aa  of  devotion, 
In-.r.Hning  that  this  might  never  chance 
to  be  taken  up,  I  made  another  pacKCt 
like  the  former,  and  placed  it  at  the  top. 
of  the  poop,  i-o  that  if  the  (hip  fur  Mhe 
cafk  remaining  above  water,  m.gt't 
commited  to  the  guidance  of  fortunt. 
FINIS. 


